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Hello to Trail users:

Welcome to another issue of the Turtle
Tracks. Deer season and fall hunting are
big activities in this part of the country,
and fire season has finally come to an
end. Mother Nature is always working at
cleaning up the ground at what needs to
be done. So hopefully we have a normal
winter and can enjoy the outdoors during
this season also. Quite a few mountain
bikers and hikers have been out on the
Trail in October and November and have
enjoyed the experience. Hopefully more
folks will also get to see the MDH in a
winter setting, it is spectacular.

A big THANK YOU to our new members
and all who renew their memberships, it

is you folks that make the organization

run and accomplish what we do as an
organization. Please check the date on
the Turtle tracks for your membership
renewal anniversary.

First, | want to thank all who showed up
for the Burning Coal Vein project, and
the Forest Service for getting all the
materials and supplies to the site. Special
thanks to Phil Helfrich, Mark
Zimmerman , and Pat Ashley plus our
great MDHTA Board members and FS
personnel who made the project go
smoothly, even if Mark had two flat tires
on this day, he did get home safely that
evening.

Other activities this summer included
ordering benches provided by the Diane
Stoltz Family ~ and a Roughrider REC
Roundup to place along the trailheads
and various spots on the trail, Bruce
Bishop was the driving force here and

when the ground thaws we will be
placing them along the Trail. And we
cannot forget all the work Ni ¢ k
group of volunteers did to maintain the
Trail.

We are working on installing location
marker posts where the trails cross major
roads next season. Bruce Bishop also
will be getting the MDH challenge on
board to start January 1, 2018 to walk,
ride or bike miles on the MDH trail.
Special patches showing the miles you
traversed will be offered to successful
participants, watch our website and
Facebook page for details.

Rod Mitzel , our new treasurer, is
keeping tabs on the money and Roger
Ashley is doing a great job on the
website and membership. We have over
150 orders at present for 2017, with the
MDH trail map and LMNG map being
the big items. We got a notice from the
Forest Service the trail maps will be
going up in price January 1, 2018, so get
your map now to avoid at least a $5
increase per map. With Christmas right
around the corner, MDH trail
merchandize is a great idea for that
special gift, so get on the website and see
what it has to offer and look at the
merchandize available from the MDHTA.

Another large trail project is underway,
the Great Plains Trail , from Texas to
Canada, with a large portion of the MDH
included in the route, along with high
points in 5 states, more to come on this
project. Have a great holiday season and
get out and enjoy the MDH trail system.

Happy Trails,
Curtis W. Glasoe & President - MDHTA
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U.S Forest Service Season in Review

d 2017

by Greg Morel, Trails Manager, US Forest Service, Dakota Prairie Grasslands

Despite numerous challenges, this past field season
saw the accomplishment of a number of trail projects.
Though there are still numerous maintenance issues
to address on the trail, 2017 was a productive year.

We had another excellent year of volunteer support
from the MDHTA and other volunteers. Volunteer
hours were down slightly
record number. This was partially due to the
challenges faced with the high fire danger much of the
summer. The Magpie fire started on July 8 t and
caused much disruption to the trail work that both
volunteers and the trail crew accomplishes each year.
The Dakota Prairie Grasslands trail crew and | spent
many days assisting the fire program with suppression
and recovery efforts for Magpie fire and other fires in
the area. From then until early October the Little
Missouri National Grasslands were under fire
restrictions. The extreme drought conditions and fire
danger put a halt to any trail mowing; a major
maintenance task each year that requires many hours
of labor. Even with time lost due to fire suppression
efforts and fire restrictions on the Little Missouri
National Grasslands, volunteers and the trail crew
accomplished many miles of trail maintenance and
improvements.

The FS was able to increase our seasonal trail crew to
four this summer. In addition, we had one seasonal
employee work an extended season from March
through October. We also had a trail intern assisting
the crew throughout the summer. This resulted in the
most trail crew hours on the Maah Daah Hey since
2012. We were also able to bring in a Montana
Conservation Corps crew with some grant funding
from the North Dakota Outdoor Heritage Fund (ND
OHF). The crew had two separate hitches on the Little
Missouri Grassland. One hitch was spent working on
the Maah Daah Hey south of Wannagan campground.

C

The second focused on ever present maintenance needs

on the Cottonwood trail.

The MDHTA assisted with multiple projects on the
trail this summer. One of the projects was National
Trails Day in June where over forty individuals came
out to help surface a section of the Buffalo Gap trail.
Last month we were able to come together again and
construct a 100 foot long puncheon near Burning Coal

(o]

Vein campground. This low -lying area along Second
Creek has been a problem for many years. With the
new puncheon, trail users will now be able to cross the
section without walking or riding through mud. These
hours, along with others from the MDHTA, help meet
required matching dollars for our grants.

We aso lead muitiple cbnéracted pyoedsrcdmpleted
this year. These projects were funded through two
Recreational Trail Program grants and one ND OHF
grant. Two of the contracts focused on completing the
surfacing on the far southern end of the Maah Daah
Hey. In total, almost eight miles of surfacing were
completed. We also surfaced an additional two miles
on the Buffalo Gap trail north of Highway 10. Our

third contract for the year set out to restore 17 miles of
trail between Wannagan and Elkhorn campgrounds.
This project presented challenges that, once addressed
fully, will provide valuable knowledge that will

improve future projects. Next year we have three
contracts and numerous smaller projects planned. This
fall, the trail crew leader took his vacation time to
backpack the entire 144 miles of trail. He cataloged
any issues he found along the way. This list will serve
as a starting point for
Hopefully, we will be able to maintain our crew size
this next season. We will again have applications for
positions available online during the first week of
January. Please have anyone interested in spending
the summer working on the trail call 701 -227-7854, or
email gsmorel@fs.fed.usin advance of the application
period. | am always available to discuss trail

conditions, future projects, or entertain suggestions on
how to improve the Maah Daah Hey.
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Membership Recognition

Life Members

Roger & Pat Ashley

Glenn & Jolene Baranko

Tom & Sherri Dickson

Ken Eberts

Curt & Carol Glasoe

Jesse Hanson & Lisa Kudelka
Dale & Jennifer Heglund

Christa Kron in memory of Denton & Paulette
Berntson

Mark Liebig

Ron & Aileen Luethe

Don & Susan Mayer

Medora Convention & Visitors Bureau
Rodney & Carolyn Mitzel

John R. Olson

Mike Parke

Charles & Sandra Peterson

Brian Selland

Diane Stolz Family

Dwight & Loa Tober

Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation
Glennys Ulschak

Nick & Lindsey Ybarra

A Thank You!

Trail Boss:

Tim & Tammy Bohn

Heidi Heitkamp & Dwain Lange
McKenzie County Tourism

Stephen & Janet Wieser

Founding:

Curtis Alkire

Bruce & Roberta Bishop

Kim Callahan

Dickinson Convention & Visitors Bureau
Andrew Howick

Bryan Lange

Patrick McBride

The Printers, Inc., John Nelson
Hiram Rogers

Robert Stein

Freida Tebelius

Mark Zimmerman
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Ghost of The Prairies

by Jeremy Guinn, Chair, Tribal Environmental Science Department, United Tribes Technical College

| was more than 20 years old the first time that | saw a

coyote. As an avid hunter, hiker, and backpacker, | was
outside more of my waking hours than | was inside, yet |

had never crossed paths with a coyote. While walking along

a seldom-used trail, | crested a hill and saw a small grey
animal trotting across the clearing before disappearing into

the next drainage. In that brief glimpse what caught my eye,
and my imagination, was the loping gait of the coyote: back -
end held low with head held high, teeter -totting as it jaunted
quickly for cover. My first thought, believe it or not, was that
it looked Iike a hyenal! Of
or even a dingo. It was a

C 0 U Indiaa. It was said topnotéct wara -pariy scouts,by a |

moni kers such oghost of the prair.]
or prairie wolf.o6 Meriwether Lewi:
othe small woolf or burrowing dog
active fleet and delicately for meq
green colour small and piercing. o6

described as especially common over the western half of the
state. In 1913, they were reported as numerous and
abundant along the Little Missouri River region. A19  t
century coyote headdress from Standing Rock Reservation
has been displayed at the National Museum of the American
he

summoni ng t

uniquely American species.

Representatives of Canidae,
or the dog family, evolved in
North America and while
some of their relatives spread
to other lands (they currently
exist on all continents except
Antarctica), the coyote
remained here. Coyotes first
appeared in North America
by at least 1 million years
ago, before wolves or modern
dogs.

That initial personal sighting
was in western lllinois in
1999. At that time, lllinois

had just gone through a rapid
increase in coyote populations

trickster skills.

The coyote holds a
prominent place in Native
American lore, but the
meaning of the coyote
character varies decidedly
among regions and peoples.
In the Southwest, the coyote
plays the familiar trickster
role in many stories and can
be funny, greedy, foolish, or
cunning. But, the Plains
tribes have their own
trickster character known as
Iktomi 0 the spider. The
coyote in Northern Plains
stories tends to either be a
hero creator character or a

and the people were learning
to deal with suburban
coyotes. For much of the time
from European settlement of
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often faces rather gruesome

the region up to about the

1980s, coyote populations remained low in the state, but
gradually, and then very rapidly, they increased. Today, the
most successful study of large populations of urban coyotes is
from downtown Chicago. The study has provided an
intriguing look into the adaptability and creativeness of
coyotes in a human -changed habitat. With increasing coyote
populations and closer associations to people, we are seeing
coyote-dog hybrids (coy-dogs) and coyote-wolf hybrids (coy -
wolves), particularly in the eastern U.S. The year after my
encounter, | moved to North Dakota and soon found myself
in a similar situation, with expanding coyote populations

and many people coming into contact with them for the first
time, especially along the urban -rural interface.

At the time of European settlement in North America, the
coyote was an animal of the western plains and prairies. It
was not at all common in the forested East and so gained

consequences, yet usually
survives for the next story, a testament to his adaptability

and resilience. Some stories verge on the obscene and are not
exactly appropriate for family story time.

In the early 1900s, federal and state Predator Control
programs sought to eliminate populations of all kinds of
predators. In the 1920s, research conducted at the U.S.
Bureau of Biological Surveyads
Laboratory in Albuquerque and Denver sought to find the
most efficient methods (including thallium sulphate, which

is now banned in the U.S., and strychnine) for dealing with
coyotes. In retrospect, the reality of widespread predator
control was to (1) fund killing off all predators, then (2) fund
killing off the same rodent pests that were naturally

controlled by predators. While certainly the image of a calf

or sheep being taken by a coyote is enough to tug on both the

(Continued on page 5)
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