Summer 2025

Turtle Tracks

Official Newsletter of the Maah Daah Hey Trail Association

President’s Message

Hello to trail users:

Hey, Spring, or should I say summer
is here. With temps around 95
degrees it sure makes it feel like
summer and with the big 3” plus
rain in mid-May it must be
SUMMER.

In April 39 members attended our
annual meeting in Dickinson. The
silent auction brought in a record
$835.Thanks to all who donated
goods and purchased them at the
meeting. Many groups gave updates
of last years trail projects and plans
for 2025. Welcome to Angie
Mikkleson newly elected Board
member and thanks to Jesse Hanson
and Amy Vojacek as they were
reelected to continue on the Board.

We have two new Life members -
Don Kingston, and Haley Bang, and
one new Founding member, Patrick
Higgins. The new kiosk extensions
are getting used as planned. I got the
decals up to date cause the
temperature was slightly over 50 in
early May.

A big Thank You to all the new and
renewed members as well as those
who made a donation since the last
Turtle Tracks. Their names are
listed on the Membership
Recognition page. Their support of
the MDH mission to Promote and
Maintain the MDH trail system,
makes our job easier to do.
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"Of all the paths you take in life,
make sure a few of them are dirt."

The 2025 edition of the MDH TRAIL
Brochure is updated and available at
numerous sites around ND.

The MDH trail is mentioned on 11 out of
112 pages in the 2025 North Dakota
State Travel Guide. Proving that the
MDH trail is still important for local
outdoor recreationalists and tourists to
come, see, and enjoy western North
Dakota.

We have had numerous good comments
on the White Butte trail project. We
will be having a work-day on site May
29 to try and block the short cut trails
that users have developed by cutting
across off the new surfaced trail. Slope
County and Ernie Holzer, retired
farmer near Amidon, have donated
materials to complete this work. The
Badlands Conservation Alliance are
volunteering to help that day, also.
Everyone is welcome to come and help
on this volunteer workday. Hope to see
you there.

MDHTA has reconstructed a curve to
eliminate a potential hazard in the
MDH trail NW of the TR Library, we
had many complaints on this curve. See
the article in this issue. We are still
coordinating with the TR library folks
on the kiosk signs and the approach off
the MDH trail to the Library trail
system. Looks like a July target date to
solve these locations on the ground.

The MDHTA has received FS
preapproval for a 2025 RTP grant

(Continued on page 2)

- John Muir
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Point of Interest:

Why do we call it the
badlands?

For thousands of years, the
Lakota people have called
this area mako sica,
which literally translates
to “bad lands.” When early
French fur trappers passed
through this area, they
called the area les
mauvaises terres a
traveser (bad lands to
travel across).



President’s Message (Continued from page 1)

application from the ND Park and Recreation
Department. This one is restoring many miles of the
MDH and constructing suitable trails out of the new
Crying Butte trailhead.

Later this summer there will be some guided hikes
on the MDH trail. Stay tuned for the dates on our
MDHTA.com website or Facebook page.

As always, if you encounter problems on the trail,
don’t keep them to yourself, please relay that
information to the Forest Service or our MDH
Facebook page, along with a milepost or GPS
location of the problem, a picture will help also in the
planning to fix these spots.

THANK YOU to Roger and Pat Ashley for all the

work editing and preparing the past Turtle Tracks
quarterly Newsletter. They have edited TT for the
past 14 years and wish to spend more time on the
trail. Angie Mikkleson is now taking on that task, so
a BIG Thank You to Angie, and if you have any
articles to get in the TT, please contact Angie
directly, angieorr@hotmail.com

Also a special thank you to the Dickinson Eagles for
their generous donation of $5,000.

Hope to see you on the trail later this season
during your visit to the MAAH DAAH HEY Trail.
Happy Trails.

Curtis W. Glasoe, President

MDHTA

Curve Improvement on the MDH trail @ Approx. Mile Marker 52

by Curtis Glasoe

In 2024, MDHTA obtained a Recreation Trail Program grant from the ND Park and Recreation department
to restore and surface the remaining 3 miles of the MDH trail between the south boundary of the TR
National Park and what is now Roughrider State Park. This project was proposed as we are expecting a
large

increase in trail users with the grand opening of the TR Library on July 4, 2026. The projected
number of visitors and projected trail users is in the thousands.
With this type of use, a native surfaced trail would be
impossible to maintain without surfacing. Most visitors will be
spending just a day or two in the area, so without a surfaced
trail, especially during rain events, one would be out of luck to
see or ride the MDH trail. The above surfacing provides all
weather access for all non-motorized trail users on the MDH.

During the restoration project, we had to stay within the
existing trail location due to environmental concerns. MDHTA
] did follow the old trail location, but it created two problem
areas north of the Library to the 194 crossing. MDHTA met

£ &] with USFS and Save the MDH on the ground for a final

4 inspection and determined the curves should be reconstructed

to meet USFS

and National Recreation Trail standards.

The USFS decided to allow MDHTA to fix the north curve
by increasing the length of the trail to get rid of a bad curve
and lessen the grade to meet sustainability standards. This
will be surfaced once we get through this rainy period.

The USFS has allowed Save the MDH to fix the southern
curve with a banked structure that they will complete later

this summer.




Membership Recognition—Thank You!

Life Members:

Curtis Alkire

Bethany & Levi Andrist
Roger & Pat Ashley

Sandy Baertsch

Bahne, Kay, Charlie & Anna
Bahnson

Gerard & Mary Kay Baker
*Haley Bang

Jason Bang

Glenn & Jolene Baranko
Britney Barnett & Daniel Dwyer
Bruce & Roberta Bishop

Chad & Emily Mitzel Brackelsberg
Bev Brierley

Richard & Lori Brierley

Doug & Kathryn Burgum
Adam & Barbra Curtis

Tom & Sherri Dickson
Kenneth & Norma Eberts
Brandon Emmons

Kathy & Matt Fischer Valan
Stephen & Barbara Fix
Fraternal Order of Eagles
Dickinson

Curt & Carol Glasoe
Matthew, Carter & Chase Glasoe
Greg and Michele Gunderson
Jesse Hanson & Lisa Kudelka
Ron & Sheila Hartl

Dale & Jennifer Heglund
Heidi Heitkamp & Darwin Lange
Earl Hill

William Hoeg

Dr. Tim & Amy Juelson

Ryan & Jo Marie Kadrmas
*Donald Kingston

Christa Kron

Mike & Chandra Langseth
Mark Liebig

Ron Luethe

Noe Mateo, M.D.

Don & Susan Mayer

Medora Convention & Visitors
Bureau
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Rodney & Carolyn Mitzel

John R. Olson

Linda Pancratz Family Foundation
Mike Parke

Charles & Sandra Peterson
Hiram Rogers & Jean Gauger
Gregory Rohde

Angie Seligman & Randy Krogstad
Brian Selland

Peder and Tone-Lise Stenslie
Jason, Jennifer, Morgan & Elliot
Stiefel

Diane Stoltz Family

Andrea Stomberg & Bruce Britton
Shannon Straight & Spring Bakke
Vonne Tarnavsky

Theodore Roosevelt Medora
Foundation

Theodore Roosevelt Presidential
Library Foundation

Loa Tober

Glenny Ulschak

Ryan and Amy Vojacek

Steve & Janet Wieser

Nick & Lindsey Ybarra

Mark Zimmerman

*Patrick Higgins

Daryl Hill

Jeremy Mahowald

Loren & Jennifer Morlock
Dave Peters

Sue Schmitt

Robert Stein

Kerry Whip

In Memoriam

Denton & Paulette Berntson
Kyle Brierley

Justin Hill

Aileen Luethe

Morris Tarnavsky

* Denotes new member at this level
since last Turtle Tracks

Donations since last Turtle
Tracks:

Donald Kingston

Robert Stein

Jean Ganger & Hiram Rogers
Dickinson Eagles

Post Marker:
Glee Mayer

Trail Boss:

Jessica Brooke

Peggy & John Fiedler
Eric Lane

Brent Ravnass

Jason Signalness

Founding:

Kim & Joseph Callahan
Chantel Casey

Shawn Casey
Dickinson Convention & Visitors
Center

Dave Helphrey

Backcountry Horsemen of North Dakota
group north of Rough Rider State Park

Photo by Angie Mikkelson



New Board Member Introduction

I grew up in western MT in the small town of
Libby. Although I've moved around quite a bit, I
always consider Libby as home. When I was young
our family spent a lot of time outdoors but I was
the only one to have an interest in horses. |
started riding when I was very young with family
friends and when I was 13 I convinced my dad to
let me get a spicey grey Arabian who I started
riding endurance on (long distance timed events of
50-100 miles done in a day).

I moved to western ND with my husband in 2012
for work. Living on the prairie by Scranton has
been a change for us both. We love it some days
and not so much others. Our saving grace is the
badlands. We both fell in love with the badlands
and enjoy spending a lot of our free time there. We
both ride bikes but I spend most of my time on my
horse or hiking with our dogs. I feel like I have a
unique viewpoint of trail usage since I use the trail
in different ways.

I have also hosted an endurance event on the MDH
several times so I also understand the challenges of
putting on an event on this trail.

I enjoy volunteering and have been a volunteer
(and a participant) for the MDH running and
biking events and I am on the SaveTheMDH board.
Again, being a multiuser, I feel like I can bring a
different perspective to each organization.

I am excited to take on the task of being the Turtle
Tracks editor and I look forward to being a part of
the MDHTA board and keeping this place we love
usable for all and working with the membership
and board to help make that happen.

Pack stock begin the uphill journey carrying supplies and
equipment to a crew working to improve the Cone Peak
Trail on Los Padres National Forest. (USDA photo by Kelly
McCarthy) .

Catch the FS Mule Train in June for the Bear Creek Bridge
Replacement — watch Facebook for updates or contact Jeff
Davis (see info at end of this article)

*Forest Service Update*

Jeffrey Davis, Trails Manager, Forest
Service, Dakota Prairie Grasslands Medora
Ranger District

As we start our busy summer season, the DPG is
excited to announced we have three MCC Fellows
Interns to assist with trail maintenance on the
Maah Daah Hey Trail. They will be on the district
from May 19th through October 3rd. Including
having MCC interns for the summer, the MCC
Trail Crew will be on the district for two weeks.
Also, we are excited to have acquired the R1 Pack
Train to assist us in hauling materials for the
Bear Creek Bridge replacement in June.

This season we are planning on continuing our trail
surveys of the Maah Daah Hey from Wannagan
Campground to CCC Campground. The bridge
replacement South of CCC Campground should be
completed late fall or early spring of 2026. On the
Cottonwood-Bennett Trail, the trail crew plans on
replacing the trail markers with assists of the pack
train. Finally, DPG has acquired the necessary
bridge materials for the Bear Creek Bridge
replacement.

Any volunteers that would like to help on
June 18th with the bridge replacement, please
contact Jeff Davis at jeffrey.davis3@usda.gov
or 701-504-8296



mailto:jeffrey.davis3@usda.gov

CCC Campground Open and Seeking
Input on Camp Fees

by Alex Manard

Recreation Program Manager

Dakota Prairie Grasslands, Medora Ranger
District

The CCC Campground reconstruction is complete and
is open. The campground features 25 campsites
divided into three loops: Equestrian, RV, and Tent. A
Campground Host is on site and available to assist
guests, and campers are kindly reminded to keep
vehicles on the gravel areas to protect newly seeded
grass surfaces. All campsites now have electric
hookups, and the campground boasts four new water
spigots, ensuring access to fresh water throughout the
area. Additionally, six vault toilets (three newly
installed) provide clean and accessible restrooms.

There are 16 single first come, first serve campsites
and sites #5, 13, 14, 23, 24, and 25 are reservable
through www.Recreation.gov. Single Sites can
accommodate up to 8-10 people. The campground also
offers 3 new group sites in each loop which can
accommodate up to 20 people at one time. The RV
Group Site (#15) and the Equestrian Group Site (#10)
are reservable as well and the Tent Group Site (#10)
is first come, first serve.

There is also a picnic area and two trailheads located
there. One Trailhead is located within the Equestrian
Loop which horseback riders can use, while the other
trailhead is located next to the RV Loop with a newly
installed bike wash/repair station.

The Forest Service is proposing a fee increase for the
campground. All sites are currently set at $10 per
night, but with the newly installed amenities, Single
Sites are proposed to become $25 a night and the new
Group Sites are proposed to become $60 a night.

There are several different ways that the public can
comment on this fee proposal:

1. Go to https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/dpg and submit
a comment virtually

2. Stop in at the McKenzie Ranger District Office
(Located at 1905 S. Main, Watford City, ND
58854) and fill out a comment card

3. Call the McKenzie Ranger District Office at (701)
842-8500 and leave a verbal comment.

*Comments will be accepted through July 23rd
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New bathrooms placed throughout camp for convenience
and a manure pit for easy horse waste disposal

Level, gravel RV pads, picnic table and fire pit at all sites

Horse pens to keep your horse(s) safe during your stay



http://www.recreation.gov
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fr01%2Fdpg&data=05%7C02%7C%7C75a058e7a5444df13ebd08dd99435e21%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638835236822324475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlY

Biggest Rocky Mountain Juniper

Tree in North Dakota
By Roger Ashley

Located in the same watershed and not far from the
oldest documented Plains cottonwood in North
America is North Dakota’s Champion Rocky
Mountain Juniper (Juniperus scopulorum) first listed
on North Dakota’s Champion Tree register in 2008.
Russ Walsh, USDA FS and MDHTA member, said “I
came across the biggest juniper I had ever seen when
Curt (Glasoe) and I were finding a route for the
Summit Trail in the Little Missouri National
Grassland, McKenzie County.” Curt Glasoe said
“Glenda Fauske, Outreach and Education

Manager, ND Forest Service, at the time was
emphasizing that as trails were being laid out in the
badlands that USDA Forest Service employees keep
their eyes open for big trees as well as submitting
information on these trees.” Later Russ and Curt
came back with Dave Pieper, then also with USDA
FS but now retired, to measure and certify the tree as
being the largest recorded in North Dakota.

How big is the North Dakota Rocky Mountain
Juniper? The circumference of the tree at breast
height (4.5 feet above ground) is 8 feet 1 inch with a
height of 34 feet and a crown spread of 32 feet. This
is well ahead of the runner up located near the far
south end of the MDHT in Slope County which was
found by Dr. Dale Herman. Champion trees are to be
remeasured every five years to adjust scores of trees
as wind, ice, snow and other maladies will damage
trees. Beth Hill, current Outreach and Education
Manager, ND Forest Service, Project Learning Tree
and Project Wild State Coordinator, Bismarck, said,
“I know this needs to be done for many of the
champions on the list, as some haven’t been
measured since the early 2000s. When I took on this
program about 5 years ago, there was a lot to be done
in this department, as well as standardizing the way
we capture their locations. One project of mine
includes visiting all champions, marking their
latitude and longitude, and remeasuring; this is an
ongoing process that ultimately, I hope to improve for
future registries.” When asked about the age of
Champion Trees Beth said, “As of now, the age of the
tree is not collected at the time of measurement. This
1s not a practice that the National Champion Tree
does or requires to my understanding. However, it
would be interesting to know the age on some of
these big trees!” “Juniper trees are notoriously tricky
to use in dendrochronology analysis,” said Joe
Zeleznik, NDSU Extension Forestry Specialist. “They
happen to get false rings, which results in an

overestimation of their true age. False rings happen
when a tree begins to shut down in June and July
because the soil gets dry, but then the tree might
become active again if we get good rain in August and
September.” Though there are complex methods to
tease out the false rings it will be a while before an
attempt is made to age this tree.

It is an adventure to find the Champion Rocky
Mountain Juniper as the Summit Trail has slumps
blocking the trail. The Forest Service has actually
closed this trail from Summit campground but you
may hike anywhere on Forest Service managed land
—just be careful, don’t fall into sink holes or get lost.
Also, a GPS device with a find function is useful once
you get off the MDHT in the area of the tree. The tree
GPS coordinates are N 47° 33' 34.98", W 103° 16'
33.96". Probably the best way to get to the tree i1s by
starting at either the Long-X water box or the CCC
campground and hiking the MDHT to MM 142. There
is no longer a sign at the junction of the Summit
Trail with the MDHT but if you proceed from MM
142 about 120 feet north bound you will find a rut on
your right (east side of MDHT). Follow the rut, it is
fairly straight for about a quarter mile then it curves
around the rolling terrain. The tree is 0.4 miles from
the junction of the MDH and Summit Trails, and just
a few yards off the old Summit Trail. Here is where
your GPS device will come in handy as brush, tree
branches, and other vegetation may obscure the rut.
The GPS
coordinates
are
accurate.

Watch our
Facebook

page for

updates
on the

MDHTA
restoring
the trail
to the
Juniper
Tree in
2025!

L SRt
Left to Right: Russ Walsh, Dave Pieper
& Curt Glasoe Pictured at the
Champion Rocky Mountain Juniper.
Photo Credit USDA Forest Service
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Membership Renewal — It May be Time!

“When do I renew my membership?” All memberships are If you receive Turtle Tracks via email the email will indicate
one year in length except the three year Individual/Family if the membership has expired.
Memberships and Life Memberships. To determine when

O f oh Your current membership level (I/F = Individual or Family;
your membershlp .1s up for renewal check the upper “g t F = Founding; T = Trail Boss; M = Mile Marker; and Life) as
corner of the mailing label on your newsletter. An expired

membership will also be highlighted.

well as your membership expiration date is given. If your
membership has expired please complete the membership
application form found in this newsletter or go to
mdhta.com/membership to complete the requested
information. Include a check made out to MDHTA or if you
wish to use a credit card go to mdhta.com/membership.

Moving? Changing your Email address?

Don’t forget to contact us with your new postal address or
email address. Stay connected.

Thanks to all those that have renewed
to date!

Membership Application

Yes! I want to join the Maah Daah Hey Trail Association

1 0$25 Individual/Family Member - turtle pin 0$500 Post Marker Member -

i 0$70 Individual/Family Member for 3 years - turtle pin wood sign on post or for home
ED$75 Founding Member o Cap or o T-shirt SM L XL 0$1000 Life Member - turtle
10$200 Trail Boss Member - trail map & turtle pin sign & name on kiosk

0 Please do not send a thank you gift, apply it all to the trail

0$250+ Corporate Membership

Make checks payable to: MDHTA, P. O., Box 156, Bismarck, ND 58502
PLEASE PRINT

Date: Is this a renewal? Yes/No

| Name:
1

E Address:
1

, City/State/Zip:
1

This option puts more resources

1
! Emaail: Email newsletter: Yes O towards the trail.
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Maah Daah Hey Trail
Association

PO Box 156
Bismarck, ND 58502

E-mail: hello@mdhta.com

Anniversat

MAAH DAAH HEY TRAIL ASSOCIATION

Officers and Board of Directors Dates to Remember

May 28 Volunteer Applications due for National

President—Curt Glasoe Trails Day 6/7/25

Contact: Shannon.is@gmail.com

May 29 White Butte Trail work
Contact: rogerashley@ndsupernet.com

Vice President—Shannon Straight
2nd Vice President—Amy Vojacek

Treasurer—dJesse Hanson
June 7  National Trails Day—MDHT in TRNP

Secretary—DBritney Barnett - i
Contact: Shannon.is@gmail.com

Director at Large—Glee Mayer

Contact: Jeffrey.davis3@usda.gov

Mission Statement: The Maah Daah Hey Trail
Association is a nonprofit organization dedicat-
ed to providing and maintaining a linear, non-
motorized, sustainable, recreational trail sys-
tem in southwest North Dakota, through vol-
untary and public involvement, and in coopera-

tion with the USDA Forest Service. Fi n d u S O n “



https://www.facebook.com/groups/247224027272578/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/247224027272578/

