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Official Newsletter of the Maah Daah Hey Trail Association

President’s Message

Hello to trail users:

Hey, what a great fall we had with
several 50° days in November,
makes a lot of snowbirds consider
staying in North Dakota awhile
longer, though winter came roaring
through last week. The Badlands
and surrounding country are dry,
and fire conditions are still in the
high range, so be careful out there.
Watch for the fire restrictions as
they are announced by the Forest
Service and surrounding counties.

First, a BIG THANK YOU to all
the renewing members and new
ones that signed up this quarter.
MDHTA really appreciates your
continued support for promotion and
maintaining the great MDH trail
System. We also have new
members at the Founding level,
Shawn Casey, Chantel Casey and
Kerry Whip and new Trail Boss
member Eric Lane. Those who
gave a generous donation this last
quarter can be found on page 3 of
this newsletter.

Projects being worked on the last few
months include the 2024 RTP project -
MDH trail restoration and surfacing from
the South Unit TR National Park
boundary to 3 miles south that completes
the restoration south of the new Theodore
Roosevelt (TR) Library, west of the
Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation
amphitheater. Western Sand and Gravel
completed the restoration on the MDH
trail in October and did a great job. The
only item remaining is the approach off the
MDH trail to the new TR library, this
should be done next spring. The TR
Library Grand Opening is planned for
July 4, 2026, so we have next field season
to help out with this project. Now the
MDH trail is completely restored and

surfaced from Sully Creek State Park to
Medora including surfaced access to the
Buffalo Gap trail. So enjoy this area of the
MDH all season long no matter the weather.
Thanks to the ND Park and Recreation
Department for the RTP grant to complete
this segment. My wife, Carol, and I were
invited to the Beam signing of the TR
Library representing the MDHTA. We
attended and signed the beam along with
other dignitaries and local people.

A guided hike and guided bike ride were
held and worked out well hosted by MDHTA
members. Thanks to the folks that organized
and directed these outings. Stay tuned for a

neat way to get familiar with and use the
MDH trail.

The MDHTA also restored some 1600 feet of
the MDH trail south of the Third Creek
trailhead area that was eroded beyond
recognition. No surfacing was applied so we
will watch to see if the restoration holds and
we can move forward in like areas of the trail.

Roger Ashley and I attended a Midwest Trails
Workshop organized by the National Park
Service Rivers, Trails, Conservation
Assistance Program hosted by the TRNP. The
big takeaway to me was that maintenance IS
A YEARLY THING. All trails should be
looked at for problems annually even if the
work does not occur right away, someone will
know it has to be corrected sometime. Don’t
wait till the trail can’t be used. So please turn
in any problem areas you see as a user and
tell MDHTA or Forest Service. A picture
speaks loudly and location of the problem is
really neat, some can be fixed easily if we
know about them.

The five hitch rails on the trailheads from
Coal Creek to Burning Coal Vein are now in
place for the enjoyment of the trail user. The
Burkes donated money to complete the
material supplies for the remaining
trailheads, some 15 to go, they will be

(Continued on page 2)
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U. S. Forest Service Update

by Alex Manard, Recreation Manager, U. S. Forest Service, Dakota Prairie Grasslands

Another successful year for the Forest Service Trail Program
is in the books! This summer, our trail crew consisted of one
full-time Trails Program Manager, Jeff Davis, and one
temporary seasonal Trail Technician, Ashley Almon.
Together, they put in an incredible amount of work to
achieve our goals.

One major goal for the year was completing Trail Condition
Surveys, Jeff and Ashley wasted no time getting started.
They covered over 113 miles of trail, with 68 of those miles
on the Maah Daah Hey Trail. This was a significant
accomplishment for our trails program. We're now actively
reviewing these surveys to identify and prioritize areas
needing work. Our next
step will be to share
this list of priority
areas with the Maah
Daah Hey Trail
Association and Save
The Maah Daah Hey,
so we can continue to
accomplish more
through collaboration.

Another big
achievement this
season was the new
trail reroute near the
Bear Creek Trailhead,
just north of mile
marker 19. We
partnered with the
North Dakota Parks and
Recreation department
and used their Sutter 500 trail dozer to make this possible.
Although there’s still more work needed in this area, which
we plan to complete next season, we're proud of what has
been accomplished so far. Until then, the trail closure order
will remain in effect.

President’s Message (Continued from page 1)

planned to be placed next year. The MDHTA Store keeps
busy selling maps, books, caps, and water bottles. If you need
any neat Christmas gifts, check out the STORE on the
MDHTA.com website.

Britney Barnett along with Pat and Roger Ashley collected
the trail register logs from the trailheads, and cleaned out the
water caches boxes, thanks to all for doing this job. A
summary of trail use will be printed in the next Turtle
Tracks.

Fall is my favorite time on the MDH, so hope you get time to
spend a few hours, days, or longer on the MDH trail during
this time of year.

Crying Butte Trailhead parking under construction, November 2024

The Montana Conservation Corp (MCC) crew also came out
this year for nine days and worked vigorously on the
Cottonwood Bennett Trail.

In addition to the fieldwork Jeff, Ashley, and the MCC crew
completed, we had some significant construction projects
underway. The CCC Campground is undergoing a full
revamp as part of a Great American Outdoors Act. This
renovation will add horse corrals, manure stations,
electricity at most campsites, new vault toilets, and a bike
wash station. I had the chance to check out the construction
progress, and it looks fantastic! The project is set to be
completed in the spring around Memorial Day. The closure
order has been extended
to the campground and
trailheads through May
23rd 2025.

| The Crying Butte
Trailhead is another
construction project
wrapping up this year,
with contractors
working hard to finish
it. This new trailhead
will provide a great spot
for parking and access
to the rerouted area.
The old trail is and will
continue to be

| permanently closed, but
we're excited for
everyone to enjoy the
improved reroute.

O

A huge thank you goes out to all the volunteers and the
Maah Daah Hey Trail Association for their incredible efforts
this past year. Your dedication helps keep the Maah Daah
Hey Trail the “Jewel of the Badlands.” We are so grateful for
your support and hard work!

Check to see if you have signed up for the electronic version of
Turtle Tracks. It really helps save a few dollars if you take
the email version of the newsletter.

Mark ZImmerman has resigned from the Board and I,
personally want to thank him for his service and all the
MDHTA volunteer work he has put in over the last few years.
We wish him the best of trails going forward. If any member
is interested in serving, please contact a board member (see
back page).

Happy Trails. Curtis W. Glasoe —
President - MDHTA
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Membership Recognition—Thank You!

Life Members:
Curtis Alkire

Bethany & Levi Andrist
Roger & Pat Ashley
Sandy Baertsch

Bahne, Kay, Charlie & Anna
Bahnson

Gerard & Mary Kay Baker
Glenn & Jolene Baranko
Britney Barnett & Daniel Dwyer
Bruce & Roberta Bishop

Chad & Emily Mitzel Brackelsberg
Bev Brierley

Richard & Lori Brierley

Doug & Kathryn Burgum

Adam & Barbra Curtis

Tom & Sherri Dickson

Kenneth & Norma Eberts
Brandon Emmons

Kathy & Matt Fischer Valan
Stephen & Barbara Fix

Fraternal Order of Eagles
Dickinson

Curt & Carol Glasoe

Matthew, Carter & Chase Glasoe
Greg and Michele Gunderson
Jesse Hanson & Lisa Kudelka
Ron & Sheila Hartl

Dale & Jennifer Heglund

Heidi Heitkamp & Darwin Lange
Earl Hill

William Hoeg

Dr. Tim & Amy Juelson

Ryan & Jo Marie Kadrmas
Christa Kron

Mike & Chandra Langseth

Mark Liebig

Ron Luethe

Noe Mateo, M.D.

Don & Susan Mayer

Medora Convention & Visitors
Bureau

Rodney & Carolyn Mitzel
John R. Olson
Linda Pancratz Family Foundation

Mike Parke

Charles & Sandra Peterson
Hiram Rogers & Jean Gauger
Gregory Rohde

Angie Seligman & Randy Krogstad

Brian Selland

Jason, Jennifer, Morgan & Elliot
Stiefel

Diane Stoltz Family

Andrea Stomberg & Bruce Britton
Shannon Straight & Spring Bakke
Vonne Tarnavsky

Theodore Roosevelt Medora
Foundation

Theodore Roosevelt Presidential
Library Foundation

Loa Tober

Glenny Ulschak

Ryan and Amy Vojacek
Steve & Janet Wieser
Nick & Lindsey Ybarra
Mark Zimmerman

Post Marker:
Glee Mayer

Trail Boss:

Jessica Brooke

Peggy & John Fiedler
*Eric Lane

Jason Signalness

Founding:

Kim & Joseph Callahan
*Chantel Casey

*Shawn Casey

Brittney Dennesch-Jackson

Dickinson Convention & Visitors
Center

Dave Helphrey

Shelly Lentz

Jeremy Mahowald

Loren & Jennifer Morlock
Dave Peters

Robert Stein
*Kerry Whip

In Memoriam

Denton & Paulette Berntson
Kyle Brierley

Justin Hill

Aileen Luethe

Morris Tarnavsky

* Denotes new member at this level
since last Turtle Tracks

Donations since last Turtle
Tracks:

Chantel Casey

Anthem Englehard

Scott Grim

Alyssa Peck

William Turner

Megan Wohl
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The Maah Daah Hey National Monument and need for a trail crew to

preserve the MDHT.

by Shannon Straight, Maah Daah Hey Trail Association Board Member, Badlands Conservation Alliance, Executive Director

A tribally led coalition and conservation groups (Badlands
Conservation Alliance, Dakota Resource Council, North
Dakota Wildlife Federation) have been working to establish
the Maah Daah Hey National Monument, ProtectMDH.com.
The Maah Daah Hey National Monument would recognize,
preserve and protect the ancestral land of the MHA Native
people that runs along the modern day Maah Daah Hey
Trail. The Maah Daah Hey National Monument would also
preserve and protect 139,729 acres of the Badlands for
future generations while potentially getting a line item in
the Forest Service budget for annual trail maintenance,
perhaps.

The Forest Service (F'S) is about to face steep budget cuts,
and I have been told that seasonal hires will also be cut.
Seasonal hires are critical to get trail work completed in
western ND. Last summer, MHTA Board President Curt
Glascoe, MDHTA member Roger Ashley, and I held a Zoom
call with Theodore Roosevelt National Park (TRNP) and FS
staff to discuss trail repairs needed in TRNP. It was made
clear that the backlog of trail needs wouldn’t be addressed
until 2025 at the earliest, and the deferred maintenance list
required additional staff and financial resources that don’t
exist. Social media posts on our MDHTA Facebook page
often point out trail repair needs and oil & gas development
for the next fifty years will certainly require reroutes of the
Maah Daah Hey Trail. Plus, let’s not forget, a desire to
extend this legendary single-track trail. How can we move
more nimbly to address our growing trail repair needs? Now
is the time to create the Badlands Trail Crew for the MDHT.
I believe we can tap into the wealth of knowledge and
experience that both Curt, Roger and many other MDHTA
members possess to lay the foundation to establish this trail
crew. You may be thinking, ‘how do we begin and how do we
staff a trail crew?

For two years in my early twenties, I served as an
AmeriCorps VISTA Volunteer in Alaska and Vermont.

South of Third Creek Trail Repair

Weather conditions, trail usage, and the lack of
maintenance to keep trail drainage systems working
haven’t been kind to the Maah Daah Hey Trail south of the
Third Creek Trailhead. Since the trail was laid out
drainage outlets along the trail were clogged from sediment
so water was forced to run down the trail rather than off
the trail. As several years went by and the water volume
moving down the trail increased with each storm event, the
protective gravel surface was scoured out and then the

AmeriCorps is like the domestic Peace Corps. As an
AmeriCorps member, I was paid by the Corporation for
National Service (CNS) with a monthly living and housing
allowance, basic healthcare, and I applied for food stamp
assistance. The non-profit that I worked for had to provide
supervision and filed quarterly reports back to CNS. At the
end of each year of service, I earned an education award for
graduate school. Our Badlands Trail Crew members could
earn money for college while receiving the same benefits that
I had as a VISTA Volunteer.

I'm currently serving as Executive Director of the Badlands
Conservation Alliance and have contacted Strengthen ND,
who currently coordinates AmeriCorps members that serve
within ND for non-profit agencies like BCA. I think
AmeriCorps members could be the backbone to build out a
seasonal Badlands Trail Crew and provide a valuable
community service. By bringing organizations like MDHTA,
MHA, BCA, Save the MDH and federal partner agencies FS
and TRNP to the table, we could meet our trail repair

needs and establish a sustainable legacy as a thank you

to MDHTA founding members Curt Glasoe and MHA

Tribal Member Gerard Baker, who named the trail

Maah Daah Hey Trail. They had the vision and did the

work to establish our beloved MDHT. We owe them a debt of
gratitude and we can repay them by establishing a trail crew
for the MDHT and Badlands. In doing so, we usher in a new
era of collaboration and make a step towards sustainability
for our beloved trail landscape.

We simply can’t wait for the federal government to solve this
problem that will certainly continue to grow. I intend to
continue to research and build out a Badlands Trail Crew
proposal. Please, share your input and drop me a note at

straight.is@gmail.com.
With Gratitude.

water cut fast into the soft underlying fine sandy loam soils
creating deep gullies. Trail users now wanting to avoid the
gullies walk or ride in the adjacent area and the erosion
process begins again creating a braided surface. On the
fragile soils of the badlands intense rain storms during the
summer, deep snow that melts in the spring, or an early
wet October snow that catches cattle out on pasture along

(Continued on page 5)
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ProtectMDH.com
mailto:straight.is@gmail.com

Third Creek (Continued from page 4)

the MDHT creates challenges to maintain a trail that
doesn’t erode away.

The experience that such an eroded trail provides is
poor and also leads to further damage to the trail and
the surrounding area. MDHTA was turned down for an
RTP project that would fix and resurface the trail with a
mix of gravel and clay. The clay acts as a binder to the
gravel to hold the surface together. The Association was
not successful in getting the grant but the risk of losing
more trail without doing repair was high. After Forest
Service approval, Western Sand and Gravel was
contracted by MDHTA to repair 1,600 linear feet
between mile marker 5 and 6 without using gravel to
harden the surface. The project included filling in the
trenches created by erosion, installing numerous
drainage dips and water bars to divert future water events
off the trail tread, and a reroute of the trail
away from a headwall that had eroded the
trail from below rather than above the
existing trail tread. Trail use and
surfacing do not create headwalls, they are
simply part of the Badlands erosion
process.

The repair between mile marker 5 and 6
was made in October. Conditions were dry
during and after the repair was done.
Pictures on the right show before and after
corrective measures were taken. This part
of the trail will be watched carefully over
the next couple years to see the impact of
water and use has on the trail.

Maah Daah Hey Trail Association Tours

Bike Tour September 21 - Amy Jo Vojacek

We had a nice little group today for the guided ride. Nine
riders, two shuttle drivers with one human copilot and one
canine copilot. A bit of a breezy tail wind but the fall colors
were outstanding.
Fast group too! We
were done in
about two hours.
The teenage boys
who rode out
ahead made a
wrong turn and
ended up at Sully
creek 1@ @ ®Jesse
(Hanson) went
and saved them

from back tracking up the long, big hill.

Ice Caves Hike on Public Lands Day, September 28

Our small group of four gathered at the Ice Caves Trailhead
for a two-mile round-trip walk. We had a pleasant surprise
with the access road from Scairt Woman Road into the
parking area having been repaired over the summer. It was
unusually warm for near the end of September but we too
had a breeze but it wouldn’t be North Dakota without some
wind. Esmay,
Britney, Pat and
Roger in picture.
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Trail Notes

The Forest Service had a vault toilet installed this past
summer at the Buffalo Gap Trailhead located near the 1-94
Exit 18. Trailhead parking and kiosk had been installed
three years ago and the need for additional facilities in the
area were in the plan.

Hitching rails have
been installed at
the five most
southern
trailheads on the
MDHT. These are
Burning Coal Vein,
Third Creek, Toms
Wash, Bear Creek
and Coal Creek.
Mike and Celeste
Burke of
McKenzie, ND donated the dollars to purchase the materials.
Additional hitching rails will be installed as volunteer help
becomes available. The hitching rails are designed to tie up
horses and pack animals. Those who are particularly
interested in helping with installing hitching rails should
contact Curt Glasoe at curtglasoe@ndsupernet.com.

Brushing along the
MDHT between MP 9
and 10 is nearly
complete. A 250-foot
section of the trail

overgrown with buffalo
berry, choke cherry,
Rocky Mountain juniper,
green ash, sagebrush and
Saskatoon service berry.
Three years ago, ice and
wind storms had topped
a number of large trees
and either pushed over or
broke shrubs such as
buffalo berry. The Forest
Service had removed
large fallen trees from the trail after first reported back then.
Shrubs and tree branches that projected into the path of the
trail were pushing trail users to the outside of the trail and

Trail Challenge Reminder

Its not too late to get a few more miles on the MDHT to get
your Challenge patch. MDHTA sponsors the MDH Trail
Challenge. Challenge miles can be earned from using any of
the trails in the Maah Daah Hey Trail System. Trail miles
are self-reported on the MDHT Challenge Mileage

Log. When the record is complete for the year, forward to the
MDHTA address found in the lower righthand corner of the

in some places a person could not pass without catching
clothing or doing some bodily injury. Jeffrey Davis, Program
Trails Manager, in a trail evaluation done earlier this past
summer identified the area as needing some work. MDHTA
members, Tom Tudor along with Pat and Roger Ashley
volunteered to removing brush and prune branches by hand
along the trail. Mowing was not an option as the brush was
too dense, too large on steep hill sides to safely use that
method. The worst part, both sides of the trail for about 250
feet, within the one-mile section required 20 person hours to
complete. When weather and time allows later this fall or
next spring, trimming of the scattered shrubs and tree
branches will be completed in that one-mile section.
Fortunately tree pruning and brushing when done properly
can last for several years and in some cases trees such as
juniper and ash will canopy over the trail well above the 10-
foot clearance needed for a horse and rider to pass. You can
see some of these areas that were pruned early on, about 25
years ago in the trail’s life north of I-94.

Speaking of pruning brush and trees, MDHTA will be
cooperating with Theodore Roosevelt National Park to prune
trees and brush along the trail in the South Unit in the
spring/summer, 2025. Brush along a part of the trail that
follows an old road bed is pushing trail users to the outer
edge of the trail. Fortunately, most of the brush along the
trail is confined between north of Knutson Creek to below the
rim of the Big Plateau. MDHTA is looking for help in this
project. Participants in the project will need to ford the Little
Missouri, hike in about 2 miles before we can do any cutting
of brush and of course at the end of the day hike back out.
NPS will supply the use of their tools for this project. If you
are interested in helping please contact Roger Ashley via
email rogerashley@ndsupernet.com or via phone 701-300-
3315 to request an application to be a volunteer for NPS.

The North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department
announced that Sully Creek State Park has been renamed as
Rough Rider State Park. The announcement by the
Department can be found at the end of this link: Sully Creek
State Park Renamed Rough Rider State Park with Major
Campground Expansion | North Dakota Parks and
Recreation. In addition to the name change they announced

that the campground will double in size. Construction is not
expected to begin until late summer 2025.

log. Depending on the miles you report during the year, a
patch for 25, 50, 100 or 150 will be awarded. For those
completing 100 or 150 miles a sticker and patch will be
awarded in recognition of your accomplishment. Need the
Challenge Log? Follow the link and download Challenge-
Log.pdf.
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Membership Renewal — It May be Time!

“When do I renew my membership?” All memberships are If you receive Turtle Tracks via email the email will indicate
one year in length except the three year Individual/Family if the membership has expired.
Memberships and Life Memberships. To determine when

O f oh Your current membership level (I/F = Individual or Family;
your membershlp .1s up for renewal check the upper “g t F = Founding; T = Trail Boss; M = Mile Marker; and Life) as
corner of the mailing label on your newsletter. An expired

membership will also be highlighted.

well as your membership expiration date is given. If your
membership has expired please complete the membership
application form found in this newsletter or go to
mdhta.com/membership to complete the requested
information. Include a check made out to MDHTA or if you
wish to use a credit card go to mdhta.com/membership.

Moving? Changing your Email address?

Don’t forget to contact us with your new postal address or
email address. Stay connected.

Thanks to all those that have renewed
to date!

Membership Application

Yes! I want to join the Maah Daah Hey Trail Association

1 0$25 Individual/Family Member - turtle pin 0$500 Post Marker Member -

i 0$70 Individual/Family Member for 3 years - turtle pin wood sign on post or for home
ED$75 Founding Member o Cap or o T-shirt SM L XL 0$1000 Life Member - turtle
10$200 Trail Boss Member - trail map & turtle pin sign & name on kiosk

0 Please do not send a thank you gift, apply it all to the trail

0$250+ Corporate Membership

Make checks payable to: MDHTA, P. O., Box 156, Bismarck, ND 58502
PLEASE PRINT

Date: Phone:

| Name:
1

E Address:
1

, City/State/Zip:
1

This option puts more resources

1
! Emaail: Email newsletter: Yes O towards the trail.

Volume 24 Issue 4 Page 7



Maah Daah Hey Trail
Association

PO Box 156
Bismarck, ND 58502

E-mail: hello@mdhta.com

MAAH DAAH HEY TRAIL ASSOCIATION

Officers and Board of Directors

President—Curt Glasoe

Vice President—Amy Vojacek
2nd Vice President—Vacant
Treasurer—dJesse Hanson
Secretary—Britney Barnett
Glee Mayer—At Large
Shannon Straight—At Large

Mission Statement: The Maah Daah Hey Trail

Association is a nonprofit organization dedicat-

ed to providing and maintaining a linear, non-
motorized, sustainable, recreational trail sys-
tem in southwest North Dakota, through vol-

untary and public involvement, and in coopera-

tion with the USDA Forest Service.

Dates to Remember

April 26, 2025 25th Anniversary of the Maah Daah
Hey Trail Association.

April 2025 Annual Meeting to be announced

June 1, 2025 National Trails Day

If you have a trail tale you would like to tell please feel free to
email it to rogerashley@ndsupernet.com for publication in Turtle
Tracks. If you have a picture with a sentence or two please go to
Maah Daah Hey Trail. (Maah Daah Hey Trail Association) Face-
book page.

Find us on ﬂ
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